What Are The Differences Between
The SDGs And The Laudato Si’?
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Towards Eco-Solidarity

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
aim to significantly repair the current global economic
model as a means to achieve sustainable development. It also
envisions a more ecologically responsible economy that also
promotes social equalities.

Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato Si’: On Care for Our
Common Home prescribes the need for more ethical
responsibility towards the environment and other peoples
and economic hegemony. It calls for a more drastic shift from
capitalist systems towards a culture of global eco-solidarity.
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The goal of this handbook is to serve as a guide to see
complementary concepts and principles between two of the
most significant documents of our time.
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Sustainable development is defined as the “development that meets the needs
of the present, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs”. It is marked by three types of development: (i) economic
growth; (ii) improvement of social conditions; and (iii) environmental
protection, conservation, and restoration.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) form the outline of sustainable
living for everyone in the world. They were adopted by all countries under

the United Nations General Assembly in 2015. They consist of 17 distinct yet
interconnected goals that all nations must achieve by 2030. They deal with the
global challenges facing human societies, including poverty, inequality, peace
and justice, climate change, and environmental degradation. These goals are:

1. No poverty

2. Zero hunger

3. Good health and well-being

4. Quality education

5. Gender equality

6. Clean water and sanitation

7. Affordable and clean energy

8. Decent work and economic growth

9. Industry, innovation, and infrastructure
10. Reducing inequality

11. Sustainable cities and communities

12. Responsible consumption and production
13. Climate action

14. Life below water

15. Life on land

16. Peace, justice, and strong institutions; and
17. Partnerships for the Goals

LAUDATO SI’: ON CARE
FOR OUR COMMON HOME

The Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home, or commonly known as
Laudato St’, is the second encyclical of Pope Francis that addresses the need “on
care for our common home”. Released in 2015, it shows the pope’s reflection on
the current state of our world in the context of the climate crisis, environmental
degradation, consumeristic behaviors, and social injustices. He also calls for
everyone to take an urgent, united approach to global and local solutions against
these issues.

Laudato Si’ is a landmark Catholic document for the following reasons:

1. While it is written by the leader of the Roman Catholic Church, the encyclical
addresses both Catholics and non-Catholics alike. It reflects similar statements
made by leaders from other religious denominations, which signifies the
recognition of the need to solve these challenges that transcend religious
boundaries. It also is a commentary on the current status quo and how the
youth of today may not be content with pre-existing rules and traditions that
created failures as much as successes.

2. It also considers the scientific basis of the climate crisis, environmental
degradation, and other issues as much as the religious and moral perspectives.
It symbolizes a unity of science and religion, of faith and reason, two disciplines
that many people believe are incompatible with one another. But in reality,
they are complementary views that make up for a holistic, systemic approach
necessary to address these issues.

3. It officially places the Roman Catholic Church behind the environmental
movement. It opens up a whole new environment for dialogues among
environmentalists, religious leaders, scientists, economists, businesses,
government officials, civil society groups, and people’s organizations on stronger
action for the protection of the environment and human rights and welfare,
among others.



1 NO POVERTY

Eradicate extreme poverty globally and decrease the proportion of people
living in poverty by half. Every person remaining in poverty by 2030
should be substantially covered by appropriate social protection systems
and measures. Build their resilience and reduce their exposure to disasters.
Rights to economic resources must be accessible to all. Significant
mobilization of resources to fund much needed projects in developing
countries. Create policy frameworks that are pro-poor and gender-
sensitive to support accelerated investment in poverty eradication actions.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Practice a routine of donating clothes,
things, and food you don’t need.

Help out any way you can in times of
calamities.

Donate to charity and causes you believe in.

Make a commitment to support a family in
need outside your own by sponsoring their
food, water, or electricity.

Supll))ort the rights of workers to receive a
livable wage.

Support the rights of vulnerable sectors of
the society.

Support anti-age discrimination, especially
accepting applicants of older ages for entry-
level jobs.

Practice micro-financing.
Support transparency in government

spending of the national budget and
programs.

LAUDATO SI’

Passage 49.

It needs to be said that, general
speaking, there is little in the way of
clear awareness of problems which
particularly affect the excluded. Yet
they are the majority of the planet’s
population, billions of persons.
These days, they are mentioned in
international political and economic
discussions, but one often has the
impression that their problems are
brought up as an afterthought, a
question which gets added almost out
of duty or in a tangential way, if not
treated merely as collateral damage.
... Today, however, we have to realize
that a true ecological approach
always becomes a social approach; it
must integrate questions of justice in
debates on the environment, so as to
hear both the cry of the earth and the
cry of the poor.

Passage 162.

Our difficulty in taking up this
challenge seriously has much to

do with an ethical and cultural
decline which has accompanied the
deterioration of the environment.
Men and women of our postmodern
world run the risk of rampant
individualism, and many problems
of society are connected with today’s
self-centred culture of instant
gratification. ... Let us not only keep
the poor of the future in mind, but
also today’s poor, whose life on this
earth is brief and who cannot keep
on waiting. Hence, “in addition to

a fairer sense of intergenerational
solidarity there is also an urgent
moral need for a renewed sense of
intragenerational solidarity”.

Passage 128.

Helping the poor financially must
always be a provisional solution in the
face of pressing needs. The broader
objective should always be to allow
them a dignified life through work.

... In a word, “human costs always
include economic costs, and economic
dysfunctions always involve human
costs”. To stop investing in people,

in order to gain greater short-term
financial gain, is bad business for
society.

Passage 172.

For poor countries, the priorities
must be to eliminate extreme
poverty and to promote the social
development of their people. At the
same time, they need to acknowledge
the scandalous level of consumption
in some privileged sectors of their
population and to combat corruption
more effectively.

“«.LET US NOT
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WHOSE LIFE ON
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GOOD HEALTH
& WELL-BEING

Reduce global maternal mortality ratio, premature mortality, and
the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous substances and
environment. End preventable deaths of newborns and children below 5
years old, AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases.
Combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable
diseases. Promote mental health and well-being. Strengthen actions on
substance abuse, including Tobacco, and risk reduction and management
of health risks globally. Develop safer roads. Increase health financing
and development of health workforce. Increase access to reproductive
health-care and essential medicines and vaccines. Support research and
development on these. Achieve and implement Universal Health Coverage.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Spend time outdoors and immerse in nature
with family and friends.

Maintain the cleanliness of your
surroundings in homes, offices, and schools.

E Regularly check the quality of your tap
_~, Wwater.
0

Practice personal hygiene and sanitation
regularly.

E ]] Eat healthily and exercise regularly.
Check for stagnant water where mosquitoes
may breed.
% Boost your family’s immune system. Get
vaccinated.

Get regular health check-ups.

When you have a contagious illness, follow
the physician’s instructions and do your best
to make sure no one else gets it.
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UALITY
EDUCATION

Build and upgrade education facilities, expand the number of scholarships
available to developing countries, increase the supply of qualified teachers
and eliminate gender disparities in education, so everyone, regardless of
gender, can have complete access to affordable, equitable and quality
education, including university and preparation for education. Ensure at
thevery least that all achieve literacy and numeracy and especially acquire
the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development.
Increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Maximize your right to education. Study
hard.

\O

Spend time learning outside the classroom
through printed and digital sources (i.e.
books, newspapers, social media).

Volunteer to tutor children, the youth, and
other peoples from communities in need.

Donate your old text books and other books
to a library.

Support your teachers. Recognize their

efforts and be grateful.
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GENDER
EQUALITY

End all forms of discrimination, violence, harmful practices against all
women and girls everywhere in any setting. Recognize and value unpaid
care and domestic work with better public services, infrastructure, and
social protection policies and the promotion of shared responsibility
within the household and the family. Provide full participation and equal
opportunities for leadership for women and adopt and strengthen sound
policies and enforceable legislation for the promotion of gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls at all levels. Provide
universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights.
Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources.
Use enabling technology to promote the empowerment of women.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Be kind and respectful to everyone and treat
them fairly and justly.

Speak up when you see someone getting
harassed online or in person.

Educate yourself about and understand the
physical differences between genders and
don’t be afraid to ask questions.

Ensure that there is no pay difference in
your workplace due to gender alone.

\  Support policies that promote gender
equality and inclusivity.

[N ) Recognize the ability of everyone, especially
C{W)D  women, to lead the society.




CLEAN WATER
& SANITATION

Improve water quality and water-use efficiency. Achieve universal and
equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water, sanitation, and
hygiene. Ensure sustainable access and supply of fresh water. Reduce the
number of people suffering from water scarcity. Pay special attention to the
needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations. Implement
integrated water resources management at all levels. Protect and restore
water-relatedecosystems. Expandinternational cooperationand capacity-
building support to developing countries in water- and sanitation-related
activities and programmes. Support and strengthen the participation
of local communities in improving water and sanitation management.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Conserve water. Take baths with dippers and
pails instead of showers.

Fix leaking faucets and pipes. Be thrifty when
watering the plants, washing the dishes, or
doing laundry.

Don’t dispose trash in water bodies such as
rivers, lakes, and oceans.

Collect rainwater and used water from the
sink to flush toilets and water the plants.

Use laundry soaps that make less foam and
don’t have a strong smell when you handwash
your clothes. This lessens the number of times
you rinse your clothes.

Support and actively participate in campaigns
that protect watersheds and respects the right
of access to clean and safe drinking water.

LAUDATO SI’

Passage 20.

Some forms of pollution are part of
people’s daily experience... There is
also pollution that affects everyone,
caused by transport, industrial
fumes, substances which contribute
to the acidification of soil and water,
fertilizers, insecticides, fungicides,
herbicides and grotoxins in general.

Passage 30.

Even as the quality of available water
is constantly diminishing, in some
places there is a growing tendency,
despite its scarcity, to privatize this
resource, turning it into a commodity
subject to the laws of the market.

Yet access to safe drinkable water is
a basic and universal human right,
since it is essential to human survival
and, as such, is a condition for the
exercise of other human rights. Our
world has a grave social debt towards
the poor who lack access to drinking
water, because they are denied the
right to a life consistent with their
inalienable dignity. This debt can

be paid partly by an increase in
funding to provide clean water and
sanitary services among the poor.
But water continues to be wasted,
not only in the developed world but
also in developing countries which
possess it in abundance. This shows
that the problem of water is partly

an educational and cultural issue,
since there is little awareness of the
seriousness of such behaviour within
a context of great inequality.

Passage 29.

One particularly serious problem is
the quality of water available to the
poor. Every day, unsafe water results
in many deaths and the spread of
water-related diseases, including
those caused by microorganisms and
chemical substances...

Passage 164.

... A global consensus is essential for
confronting the deeper problems,
which cannot be resolved by
unilateral actions on the part

of individual countries. Such a
consensus could lead, for example,
to planning a sustainable and
diversified agriculture, developing
renewable and less polluting forms of
energy, encouraging a more efficient
use of energy, promoting a better
management of marine and forest
resources, and ensuring universal
access to drinking water.



AFFORDABLE &
CLEANENERGY

Ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy
services. Increase the share of renewable energy in the global energy
mix. double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency. Enhance
international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and
technology. expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying
modern and sustainable energy services for all in developing countries.
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WHAT CANYOU DO?

Turn off the lights and electronic appliances
when not in use.

Unplug electronic equipment when not
being used.

Avoid overcharging portable electronic
devices (i.e. cellphones, emergency lights,
radios).

Switch to renewable energy to power up
your household (i.e. solar, wind, hydro,
geothermal, biomass).

Buy energy-efficient appliances and devices
that do not further pollute the environment.

Check the status of your appliances and
equipment regularly.

LAUDATO SI’

Passage 165.
We know that

— especially coal, but also oil and,
to a lesser degree, gas —

Until greater progress is made in

, it is legitimate
to choose the less harmful alternative
or to find short-term solutions. But
the international community has still
not reached adequate agreements
about the responsibility for paying
the costs of this energy transition.

Passage 180.

There are no uniform recipes,
because each country or region has
its own problems and limitations.
It is also true that political realism
may call for transitional measures
and technologies, so long as these
are accompanied by the gradual
framing and acceptance of binding
commitments. At the same time,
on the national and local levels,
much still needs to be done, such as

These would include

and
diminished use of raw materials,

, improving transport
systems, and encouraging the

[
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Passage 172.

For poor countries, the priorities must
be to eliminate extreme poverty and
to promote the social development of
their people. At the same time, they
need to acknowledge the scandalous
level of consumption in some
privileged sectors of their population
and to combat corruption more
effectively. They are likewise bound to

, but to do so they

Taking advantage of

will require the establishment
of mechanisms and subsidies which
allow developing countries access
to

, but

in a way which respects their concrete
situations, since “the compatibility
of [infrastructures] with the context
for which they have been designed is
not always adequately assessed”. The
costs of this would be low, compared
to the risks of climate change. In any
event, these are

Passage 179.

In some places,

. This simple example
shows that, while the existing world
order proves powerless to assume its
responsibilities, local individuals and
groups can make a real difference...



DECENT WORK &
ECONOMIC GROWTH

Sustain per capita economic growth and higher levels of economic
productivity through diversification, technological upgrading and
innovation. Promote work development-oriented policies and full
and productive employment for all. Reduce the proportion of youth
not in employment, education or training. Eradicate forced labor of
all forms, especially child labor. Protect labour rights and promote
safe and secure working environments. Devise and implement policies
to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local
culture and products. Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial
institutions to encourage and expand access to banking services.
Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries. Develop and
operationalize a global strategy for youth employment and implement
the Global Jobs Pact of the International Labour Organization.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Ensure that all workers get the proper
compensation for their labor.

Do not overwork workers and take care of their
mental health as well. Get to know their situation
outside of work.

Follow the labor code of your country for business
owners on proper employee compensation.

Do not support forced labor of all forms, especially
child labor.

Educate yourself of your rights as an employee
and ensure that all your colleagues have the same
insurance and benefits available to you.

Do not be afraid to speak up for workers’ welfare if
their rights are being violated.

Carpool with co-workers to save money and gas
and add comfort.

LAUDATO SI

Passage 109.

Finance overwhelms the real
economy. ... Some circles

maintain that current economics
and technology will solve all
environmental problems, and

argue, in popular and non-technical
terms, that the problems of global
hunger and poverty will be resolved
simply by market growth. They

are less concerned with certain
economic theories which today
scarcely anybody dares defend, than
with their actual operation in the
functioning of the economy. They
may not affirm such theories with
words, but nonetheless support
them with their deeds by showing no
interest in more balanced levels of
production, a better distribution of
wealth, concern for the environment
and the rights of future generations.
Their behaviour shows that for them
maximizing profits is enough. Yet by
itself the market cannot guarantee
integral human development and
social inclusion.

Passage 128.

... Work is a necessity, part of the
meaning of life on this earth, a path
to growth, human development

and personal fulfilment. Helping
the poor financially must always be
a provisional solution in the face

of pressing needs. The broader
objective should always be to allow
them a dignified life through work.
Yet the orientation of the economy
has favoured a kind of technological
progress in which the costs of
production are reduced by laying
off workers and replacing them with
machines. ... To stop investing in
people, in order to gain greater short-
term financial gain, is bad business
for society.

Passage 123.

The culture of relativism is the same
disorder which drives one person to
take advantage of another, to treat
others as mere objects, imposing
forced labour on them or enslaving
them to pay their debts. ... It is also
the mindset of those who say: Let
us allow the invisible forces of the
market to regulate the economy, and
consider their impact on society and
nature as collateral damage. ...

Passage 124.

Any approach to an integral ecology,
which by definition does not exclude
human beings, needs to take account
of the value of labour, as Saint John
Paul II wisely noted in his Encyclical
Laborem Exercens. According to

the biblical account of creation, God
placed man and woman in the garden
he had created (cf. Gen 2:15) not only
to preserve it (“keep”) but also to
make it fruitful (“till”). Labourers and
craftsmen thus “maintain the fabric
of the world” (Sir 38:34). Developing
the created world in a prudent way

is the best way of caring for it, as this
means that we ourselves become

the instrument used by God to bring
out the potential which he himself
inscribed in things: “The Lord created
medicines out of the earth, and a
sensible man will not despise them”
(Sir 38:4).

“...A DIGNIFIED
IFE THROUGH
WORK...”
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LAUDATO SI’

Passage 59. Passage 93.

... We can note the rise of a false or Saint John Paul II forcefully
superficial ecology which bolsters reaffirmed this teaching, stating that
complacency and a cheerful “God gave the earth to the whole
recklessness. As often occurs in human race for the sustenance of all
geriods of deep crisis which require  its members, without excluding or

old decisions, we are tempted to favouring anyone”. These are strong
think that what is happening is words. He noted that “a type of
not entirely clear. Superficially, development which did not respect
apart from a few obvious signs of and promote human rights — personal
pollution and deterioration, things and social, economic and political,
do not look that serious, and the including the rights of nations and of
planet could continue as it is for peoples — would not be really worthy
some time. Such evasiveness serves of man”.
as a licence to carrying on with our
present lifestyles and models of
production and consumption. This
is the way human beings contrive
to feed their self destructive vices: We need only recall how ecosystems
trying not to see them, trying not interact in dispersing carbon dioxide,
to acknowledge them, delaying the purifying water, controlling illnesses
important decisions and pretending ~ and epidemics, forming soil, breaking

that nothing will happen. down waste, and in many other
ways which we overlook or simply

ignore. Once they become conscious
Passage 123. of this, many people realize that we
live and act on the basis of a reality
... This same “use and throw away” which has previously been given to
logic generates so much waste, us, which precedes our existence and
because of the disordered desire to our abilities. So, when we speak of
consume more than what is really “sustainable use”, consideration must
necessary. We should not think that ~ always be given to each ecosystem’s
political efforts or the force of law will regenerative ability in its different
be sufficient to prevent actions which  areas and aspects.
affect the environment because,
when the culture itself is corrupt and
objective truth and universally valid
principles are no longer upheld, then
laws can only be seen as arbitrary
impositions or obstacles to be
avoided.

Passage 140.

“...THIS SAME
‘USE AND THROW
AWAY’ LOGIC
GENERATES SO
MUCHWASTE...”




Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards
and natural disasters in all countries. Integrate climate change
measures into national policies, strategies and planning. Improve
education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity
on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and
early warning. Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-
country parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually
by 2020 from all sources to address the needs of developing countries.

Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-
related planning and management in least developed countries.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Learn about climate change. Stay updated with
latest weather and climate-related news and

@ advisories.

/7! Speak out for the welfare of those victimized by
extreme weather events and against harmful
practices and polluting businesses.

Prepare a disaster kit in case of emergencies

L caused by extreme weather events (i.e. storms,
flash floods, droughts).

Do not waste food. Eat a plant-richer diet.

start finding new ways to minimize it.

Conserve electricity and water.

Participate in community decision-making
reﬁard}ng climate change and disaster risk
reduction related programs and projects.

Learn how to calculate your carbon footprint then

Divest funds from fossil fuels and do not patronize
products and services of corporations that promote
the extraction and use of dirty energy.
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LIFE BELOW

14 WATER

Prevent and reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from
land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution.
Sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems by
strengthening their resilience and restoration for healthy and productive
oceans. Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification. Regulate
harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing and destructive fishing practices. Restore fish stocks in the shortest
time feasible, at least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable
yield. Conserve at least 10 percent of coastal and marine areas.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Do not throw your trash on the beach or off
the boat. Dispose of them properly.

Practice non-destructive fishing methods and
extraction of marine resources.

When diving or snorkeling, don’t touch the
wildlife and the corals.

Don’t bring home sand, shells, and corals
from beaches as souvenirs.

Volunteer to do beach clean-ups from plastics
and other wastes.

If your business is dislg)e(rllsinfg wastewater to
ody o

the ocean or another water, ensure
that you follow your local and national
environmental policies.

Do not participate in touristic activities that
cause harm to underwater wildlife.

Raise awareness for protection and _
consprvatmn of marine wildlife through social
media.

LAUDATO SI

Passage 24.

Warming has effects on the carbon
cycle. It creates a vicious circle which
aggravates the situation even more,
affecting the availability of essential
resources like drinking water,

energy and agricultural production
in warmer regions, and leading to
the extinction of part of the planet’s
biodiversity... Carbon dioxide
pollution increases the acidification
of the oceans and compromises the
marine food chain... If present trends
continue, this century may well
witness extraordinary climate change
and an unprecedented destruction

of ecosystems, with serious
consequences for all of us...

Passage 40.

Oceans not only contain the bulk

of our planet’s water supply, but

also most of the immense variety

of living creatures, many of them
still unknown to us and threatened
for various reasons. What is more,
marine life in rivers, lakes, seas and
oceans, which feeds a great part of
the world’s population, is affected
by uncontrolled fishing, leading to a
drastic depletion of certain species.
Selective forms of fishing which
discard much of what they collect
continue unabated. Particularly
threatened are marine organisms
which we tend to overlook, like some
forms of plankton; they represent a
significant element in the ocean food
chain, and species used for our food
ultimately depend on them.

Passage 29.

... Underground water sources in
many places are threatened by the
pollution produced in certain mining,
farming and industrial activities,
especially in countries lacking
adequate regulation or controls. It

is not only a question of industrial
waste. Detergents and chemical
products, commonly used in many
places of the world, continue to pour
nto our rivers, lakes and seas.

Passage 174.

Let us also mention the system

of governance of the oceans.
International and regional
conventions do exist, but
fragmentation and the lack of strict
mechanisms of regulation, control
and penalization end up undermining
these efforts. The growing problem
of marine waste and the protection
of the open seas represent particular
challenges. What is needed, in

effect, is an agreement on systems of
governance for the whole range of so-
called “global commons”.

“MARINE LIFE...
IS AFFECTED BY
UNCONTROLLED
FISHING LEADING
TO ADRASTIC
DEPLETION

OF CERTAIN
SPECIES...”



LAUDATO SI

Passage 32.

The earth’s resources are also

being plundered because of short-
sighted approaches to the economy,
commerce and production. The loss
of forests and woodlands entails the
loss of species which may constitute
extremely important resources in
the future, not only for food but also
for curing disease and other uses.
Different species contain genes
which could be key resources in years
ahead for meeting human needs and
regulating environmental problems.

Passage 190.

... Is it realistic to hope that those
who are obsessed with maximizing
profits will stop to reflect on the
environmental damage which

they will leave behind for future
generations? Where profits alone
count, there can be no thinking about
the rhythms of nature, its phases

of decay and regeneration, or the
complexity of ecosystems which

may be gravely upset by human
intervention. Moreover, biodiversity
is considered at most a deposit of
economic resources available for
exploitation, with no serious thought
for the real value of things, their
significance for persons and cultures,
or the concerns and needs of the
poor.

“«ASLONGAS THE

Passage 38.

Let us mention, for example, those
richly biodiverse lungs of our planet
which are the Amazon and the Congo
basins, or the great aquifers and
glaciers. We know how important
these are for the entire earth and

for the future of humanity. The
ecosystems of tropical forests possess
an enormously complex biodiversity
which is almost impossible to
appreciate fully, yet when these
forests are burned down or levelled
for purposes of cultivation, within the
space of a few years countless species
are lost and the areas frequently
become arid wastelands...

Passage 195.

The principle of the maximization
of profits, frequently isolated from
other considerations, reflects a
misunderstanding of the very
concept of the economy. As long as
production is increased, little concern
is given to whether it is at the cost of
future resources or the health of the
environment; as long as the clearing
of a forest increases production, no
one calculates the losses entailed

in the desertification of the land,

the harm done to biodiversity or

the increased pollution. In a word,
businesses profit by calculating

and paying only a fraction of the
costs involved. Yet only when “the
economic and social costs of using
up shared environmental esources
are recognized with transparency
and fully borne by those who incur
them, not by other peoples or future
generations”, can those actions be
considered ethical...




PEACE, JUSTICE,
& STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

Reduceallformsofviolence andrelated death rates everywhere. End abuse,
trafficking, and all forms of violence, especially against children. Promote
the rule of law and equal access to justice for all. Reduce illicit financial and
arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets, and combat
all forms of organized crime. Reduce corruption and bribery. Develop
effective, accountable and transparent institutions decision-making at all
levels. Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries
in the institutions of global governance. Provide legal identity for all,
including birth registration. Ensure public access to information and
protect fundamental freedoms. Strengthen relevant national institutions
to prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime. Promote and enforce
non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Stay up-to-date with current events. Update
yourself through the news and discussing issues
with family and friends.

Exercise your right to suffrage and vote wisely.
Learn and discuss the platforms of the candidates
with your family or community for the upcoming
elections.

Say no and do not use illegal drugs and firearms.

Report any crime to the designated authorities,
regardless of the socioeconomic status of the
offender.

Be active in national and local decision-making
processes, wherever applicable.

Promote transparency and continuity in your
business operations.

Speak out against any form of human rights
v;o}llatlons. phold and support basic human
rights.

Exercise your right to form and join organizations
and unions.

LAUDATO SI’

Passage 57.

Politics must pay greater attention

to foreseeing new conflicts and
addressing the causes which can
lead to them. But powerful financial
interests prove most resistant to this
effort, and political planning tends to
lack breadth of vision. What would
induce anyone, at this stage, to hold
on to power only to be remembered
for their inability to take action when
it was urgent and necessary to do so?

Passage 177.

... How can a society plan and protect
its future amid constantly developing
technological innovations? One
authoritative source of oversight and
coordination is the law, which lays
down rules for admissible conduct

in the light of the common good.

The limits which a healthy, mature
and sovereign society must impose
are those related to foresight and
security, regulatory norms, timely
enforcement, the elimination of
corruption, effective responses to
undesired side-effects of production
processes, and appropriate
intervention where potential or
uncertain risks are involved. There

is a growing jurisprudence dealing
with the reduction of pollution by
business activities. But political and
institutional frameworks do not exist
simply to avoid bad practice, but also
to promote best practice, to stimulate
creativity in seeking new solutions
and to encourage individual or group
initiatives.

Passage 149.

... In the unstable neighbourhoods of
mega-cities, the daily experience of
overcrowding and social anonymity
can create a sense of uprootedness
which spawns antisocial behaviour
and violence. Nonetheless, I wish

to insist that love always proves
more powerful. Many people in
these conditions are able to weave
bonds of belonging and togetherness
which convert overcrowding into an
experience of community in which
the walls of the ego are torn down and
the barriers of selfishness overcome.
This experience of a communitarian
salvation often generates creative
ideas for the improvement of a
building or a neighbourhood.”

Passage 173.

Enforceable international agreements
are urgently needed, since local
authorities are not always capable

of effective intervention. Relations
between states must be respectful of
each other’s sovereignty, but must
also lay down mutually agreed means
of averting regional disasters which
would eventually affect everyone.
Global regulatory norms are needed
to impose obligations and prevent
unacceptable actions, for example,
when powerful companies or
countries dump contaminated waste
or offshore polluting industries in
other countries.

“_POLITICAL AND
INSTITUTIONAL
FRAMEWORKS DO NOT
EXIST SIMPLY TO AVOID
BAD PRACTICE, BUT
ALSO TO PROMOTE THE
BEST PRACTICE.”



PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

V4

FINANCE

Strengthen domestic resource mobilization. Developed countries to assist
developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability based on their
official development assistance commitments through coordinated policies aimed
at debt. Mobilize additional financial resources from multiple sources. Adopt and
implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries.

TECHNOLOGY

Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international
cooperation on and access to science, technology and innovation and enhance
knowledge sharing. Promote the environmentally sound technologies to
developing countries on favourable terms. Operationalize the technology bank
a for least developed countries and enhance the use of enabling technology.

CAPACITY-BUILDING
Enhance support for capacity-building in developing countries.

TRADE

Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable
multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organization. Increase the
exports of developing countries. Implement duty-free and quota-free market access
for all least developed countries, and contribute to facilitating market access.

SYSTEMIC ISSUES
Enhance global macroeconomic stability and partnerships, policy coherance, and
capacity-building support for developing countries for sustainable development.

WHAT CANYOU DO?

Connect with other members of your community and make
@CGJ one common goal to achieve within a set amount of time.

&@ Collaborate with other individuals and/or organizations
across sectors with aligning goals.

Take advantage of digital means of communication to form
—© partnerships with others in pursuing more sustainable
living.

Spread the truth, and report perpetrators of fake news and
misinformation.

Initiate or participate in constructive, transparent, and
facilitative dialogues.

Join projects and activities that promote sustainable
development. Do not support false solutions.
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“The dramatic reality this whole situation of exclusion and inequality, with its
evident effects, has led me, in union with the entire Christian people and many
others, to take stock of my grave responsibility in this regard and to speak out,
together with all those who are seeking urgentlyneeded and effective solutions.
The adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the World
Summit, which opens today, is an important sign of hope.”

“The misuse and destruction of the environment are also accompanied by

a relentless process of exclusion. In effect, a selfish and boundless thirst for
power and material prosperity leads both to the misuse of available natural
resources and to the exclusion of the weak and disadvantaged, either because
they are differently abled (handicapped), or because they lack adequate
information and technical expertise, or are incapable of decisive political
action. Economic and social exclusion is a complete denial of human fraternity

and a grave offense against human rights and the environment.”

“When we speak of sustainability,
we cannot overlook how
important it is to include and
to listen to all voices, especially
those usually excluded from this
type of discussion, such as the
voices of the poor, migrants,
indigenous people, the young.”

A PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH

by Pope Francis

All-powerful God,
you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor, help us to rescue
the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,

SO precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,
that we may &rotect the world and not prey on it,

at we may sow beauty,
not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every
creature as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray,
in our struggle for justice, love and peace.

Amen.

mass in Tacloban
iphoon Yolanda, 2015
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INTERFAITH DECLARATION
ON ADDRESSING

CLIMATE EMERGENCY

We, the representatives from different religious and faith denominations of the
Philippines, express our solidarity in recognizing the imbalance that envelops both natural
ecosystems and human societies today. This imbalance has led to the immeasurable
degradation of our environment and the unjust suffering of billions of people, placing
current and future generations at an unimaginable unprecedented risk.

Taking care of all life on Earth is integral to all religious doctrines. Climate crisis is
as a matter of fact, a moral crisis. Humanity is not meant to treat nature as its property;
rather, we are meant to be a part of it, to be its caretaker, live with it, and maintain its
health and well-being. Yet through our pursuit of our current notion of development, we
have neglected our connection with others in favor of fulfilling self-interests. This has
resulted in a system where the relentless wants of a few are frequently prevailing at the
expense of the needs of the many.

We acknowledge the science of the climate crisis, caused by excessive greenhouse
gas emissions from harmful human-induced activities, especially the burning of fossil
fuels. These gases are creating a more unpredictable global climate system that will
trigger more extreme weather events and increase the likelihood of disasters. They also
worsen slow onset events, including sea level rise, ocean acidification, droughts, and land
degradation, whose damages on ecosystems and societies could be truly irreversible.
There is, indeed, a climate emergency, an ecological crisis.

We recognize that the Philippines is one of the most vulnerable countries to the
impacts of this crisis. We emphasize that this crisis affects everything and everyone, and
that it could further worsen other manifestations of environmental degradation. These
effects have disproportionate impacts on the poorest, marginalized, and most vulnerable
sectors of our society, all of whom have contributed the least to this crisis.

We also acknowledge the link between solving the climate crisis and eradicating
poverty. We have heard the cries of our brother and sisters, including indigenous
peoples, during times of catastrophic events. It is unjust that these peoples are not

only deprived of the necessary resources and opportunities to realize their right to a
healthy and prosperous life, but also bear the brunt of climate change, environmental
degradation, and harmful human practices. As faith leaders, we call for justice to be at the
forefront of all actions taken to address climate change, that for every solution we plan
and implement, no one is left behind.

To address the climate crisis, we, the leaders of our faith and religious groups,
commit to supporting all efforts in forging a path towards low-carbon development.
We commit to hold up the surge in religious calls to support climate action. We support
endeavors for strengthening climate change mitigation and adaptation and disaster risk
reduction management, in line with the goals of the Paris climate agreement, especially
limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. We call for an
urgent reduction of our use of fossil fuels, especially coal, and a rapid development of
cleaner renewable energy.

We call on the policymakers to repeal laws and policies, such as the Mining Act
of 1995, which contributes to the worsening impacts of the climate crisis, violates the
patrimony and sovereignty of the country with the expropriation of the people’s land
for foreign corporations which lead to the destruction of forests, siltation of river
systems, land, air and water pollution and displacement of communities. The ecology
and environment must be protected from the destruction of widespread deforestation,
mining, dam projects, big plantations and corporate farms. The land, forests, air, ocean
and damaged bodies of water, pollution, negligence and natural calamities must all
recover. It is also important to protect the ones that have not been damaged yet.

We also commit to inspiring within our respective constituencies a behavioral
change as a response to the climate crisis. We commit to educating our peoples about
the importance of human values, responsibilities, and rights at the center of our current
and future actions for economic and social development and environmental conservation.
We pledge to become living examples of sustainability by not only empowering our
communities on living an eco-friendlier lifestyle, but also ensuring that our operations
and financial resources comply with the principles of sustainable development.

Moreover, as we face the greatest existential threat of our time, we emphasize the
need to renew and strengthen our connection to nature and our fellow human beings.
We recognize that addressing the climate crisis also requires dealing with issues such
as poverty eradication, access to clean water and electricity, good health and education,
decent work, economic growth, and peace and justice.

Thus, we call on our political and economic leaders to uphold the principles
represented by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris climate
agreement, and other international and national policies and laws on climate action,
economic growth, environmental conservation, and social justice.

We also call on our government to develop cost-effective and inclusive strategies
for ena

cting climate change mitigation and adaptation measures that are participatory,
inclusive, and driven by the needs of communities and organizations. We further
demand countries and corporations responsible for the climate crisis and other forms of
environmental degradation for proper compensation to the communities most affected
by the impacts of these phenomena, with a focus on addressing loss and damage.

Lastly, we call upon everyone in this world to accept the reality of the common
threat we face, the responsibility and the need for urgent and decisive action, and the
imperative to change and unite with others to overcome this challenge. Faith communities
must best exemplify the rising tide of actively supporting urgent climate action, and now!
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